
 
 

ISTAGE PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE (ISPE) 
Program and Audition Information 
Winter/Spring 2023 Ensemble 
Grades 7-12 
Auditions:   
Wednesday, January 4 4:30-5:30 | 5:30-6:30 
Thursday, January 5 4:30-5:30 | 5:30-6:30 
 

Thank you for your interest in the IStage Performance Ensemble at Imagination Stage!   
 

Artistic Team members Nikki Kaplan and Alison Gee return to helm this exciting performance opportunity 
for teens. The Winter/Spring IStage Performance Ensemble is looking for skilled actors to create this year’s 
non-musical theatrical production of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing, to be performed on 
Imagination Stage’s Lerner Family Theatre and supported with professional costumes, lights, scenery, and 
props.   

 

AUDITIONS: While year-round classes and summer productions are open to all students, ISPE spots are 
open only to students selected through an audition process. Actors should have intermediate to advanced 
level acting and movement skills and be familiar with the actor’s role during the rehearsal process. This is 
a non-musical so there is no singing element to the audition. 
 

COMMITMENT: Due to the intensive and ensemble nature of the program, actors must commit to being 
at all rehearsals.  Actors must have consistent and dependable attendance, and participate in the 
rehearsal process with focus and dedication, missing no more than 3 rehearsals. 
 

UPON ACCEPTANCE:  
 

● Tuition: $995.00  
● Rehearsals begin Wednesday January 11, 2023. All students participate in the following schedule:  

● Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
● Sundays 2:30-7:00 p.m. 
● Friday evening rehearsals from 5:00-9:00 p.m. on: 2/3, 2/10, 2/24, and 3/10 

● Tech Week Schedule: The week before the performances is referred to as Tech Week. There are no 
absences permitted during this week. Tech Week runs March 13-16 from 5:00-9:00 p.m. each 
evening. 

● Performances:  Friday - Saturday, March 17-18 @ 7:30 p.m., Sunday, March 19 @ 6:30 p.m.  

Much Ado About Nothing 
By William Shakespeare 

 

Much Ado about Nothing, perhaps the original “romcom,” is one of Shakespeare’s finest and best-loved 
comedies. The community of Messina is celebrating a break from an ongoing war, but not all is peaceful amid 
the revelry, as old rivals engage in a battle of wits, unexpected foes plot revenge, and young lovers are caught 
in a tumultuous courtship until love proves the ultimate trickster, and undoes them all. Much Ado About 
Nothing examines themes of jealousy, trust, and the importance of separating illusion from reality.  In this 
story of crossed wires, hidden identities and feelings, honor and deceit, we are also presented with themes of 
friendship, love and marriage. Much Ado About Nothing is generally considered one of Shakespeare's best 
comedies combining elements of robust hilarity with more serious meditations on honor, shame, and court 
politics. 
 



 
 

AUDITION PROCESS: 
 

Audition Dates: 
Upon signing up to audition, you will be provided scene selections from the play.  During the audition, you 
will be paired and grouped with other audition candidates to perform these selections. There may also be 
activities to assess movement (no preparation for this portion is necessary). Actors should dress in 
comfortable, movable clothing. 
 
Requirements for selection into ISPE may include the following: 

● Previous acting course work or production experience 
● Demonstration of clear acting and character choices 
● Physical flexibility, dexterity, strength, and coordination 
● Demonstration of risk-taking in audition 
● Ability to interpret direction 
● High level of focus, concentration, and personal discipline 

 
Casting at Imagination Stage:  
Imagination Stage actors are cast in a variety of roles that range in size and scope. Our mission is to create 
a well-crafted piece of theatre, and while all roles will differ in size and scope, we treat all parts with the 
same amount of care and dedication - instructing the way we approach character, the degree in which we 
flesh out characteristics, and the commitment we bring to the show as performers. If you are not willing 
to accept any role offered, you should not audition.   
 
While we endeavor to make this audition as supportive and low-stress as possible for our student actors, 
risk is very much an inherent part of the process. We have a lot of interest each year, and cannot accept 
everyone who auditions. Actors who have been part of previous ensembles have to re-audition each year.  
Each director casts at their discretion. Actors should be prepared for either outcome. We provide 
feedback and class recommendations to those not accepted into this program.  
 
Casting of ISPE shows is done in two sections. The first general audition is to select our 17-22 member 
ensemble.  Then, during the first 2-3 rehearsal sessions, we will continue the casting/audition process and 
create the specific/final cast list before the 4th rehearsal.  
 
Please email or call Nikki Kaplan (nkaplan@imaginationstage.org/301-280-1624) to ask any questions and 
to schedule an audition. 
 
COVID-19 Notes: All Imagination Stage students and staff are required to show proof of vaccination 
against COVID-19. Mask policies are aligned with current Montgomery County guidelines and mandates. 
All performances endeavor to be un-masked. 
 
DISCLOSURES: Some characters in this play have close relationships with others.  Staging of these 
moments is done in a consent-based model upholding the highest and best practices of theatrical intimacy 
choreography.  Young actors are given many opportunities to privately share personal boundaries with 
the directors and the show will be staged with those boundaries in mind.   
 
 

mailto:nkaplan@imaginationstage.org

